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explosives and fighting competition were the interests of the 
concern under the engineers and powder chemists, Henry and 
Eugene du Pont. Great strides were made. 

As in other industries, about 1880 the period of combination 
arrived. Rival companies were bought out or controlled — the 
Hazard Powder Company, California (Hercules) Powder, 
Hecla, Repauno Chemical, Eastern Dynamite, and others. Mills 
were established in new centres. A single powder mill had 
become an industry. The partnership was made a corporation 
in 1899; stenographers had been recently employed; the 6-mule 
powder team, as a carrier, was no longer seen ; members of the 
family served no longer as foremen, chemists, and supervising 
shell-loaders. The tradition of personal management was going, 
the name alone remained. 

Then came the inevitable re-organization. Coleman, Alfred, 
Pierre and Charles bought out the other representatives of the 
fourth generation for $12,000,000 — no small sum, yet, as corpo- 
rations go, a small amount for a century-old industry, offering 
proof of conservative, non-speculative, honest management. The 
company celebrated the transition, yet officials and employees 
could but wonder if in the "industrial stage" of the firm the old 
pleasant, intimate relationship between owners and men could be 
maintained. 



Chicago, A History and Forecast, edited by William Hudson Har- 
per. Published by Chicago Association of Commerce. Chi- 
cago, 1921. Pp. 256. 

This neat-appearing brochure is something more than an aid 
to Chicago business propaganda, as one might at first suppose. 
It has real historical worth as a summary of the city's social and 
industrial development in the fifty years since the great fire of 
1871. It is a proud story, indicative of American energy and 
Chicago vigor. Milton Quaife, of the Chicago Historical Society, 
contributes an account of the city from Jolliet and Marquette to 
the Great Fire, whence it is continued by Miss Mabel Mcllvaine, 
of the Fort Dearborn Magazine. 

A section on the city's religious life emphasizes the mighty 
endeavors of the Catholic Church. The first missionary was Mar- 
quette, who passed the winter of 1674 preaching to the Indians ; 
the first resident priest, Fr. St. Cyr, 1833 ; and the first bishop, 
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Rt. Rev. William Quarter, whose material work was largely- 
wiped out in a million-dollar fire loss. A vigorous man and a 
builder was Bishop Thomas Foley, so that the restoration of 
churches, schools, and academies went apace. The educational 
plans and benevolent work of the Associated Catholic Charities, 
founded by the present archbishop, are commended in a true 
western spirit of toleration. Statistically, the advance of the 
Church is made more clear : 

1872. 1921. 

Churches 28 227 

Priests (regular and secular) . . . 169 993 

Parochial schools 23 202 

High schools 22 

Catholic population today 1,200,000 

R. J. P. 



The Paternity of Abraham Lincoln, by Rev. William E. Barton. 
New York : George H. Doran Co., 1920. 

The sub title of this bulky volume is more frank. An Essay on 
the Chastity of Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Books of this nature are 
generally written by women or ministers, though an expose of 
the frailties or the background of the heroes of history is less 
rare than a defence. In the present instance, the writer's inten- 
tion is praiseworthy, although one questions his positive answer 
to the query as to whether a defence of Lincoln's genesis is worth 
while. One wonders if any attempt will allay the rumor regard- 
ing the illegitimacy of Lincoln and of the irregular birth of his 
mother. Originating in the campaign stories of 1860 and in the 
Copperhead aspersions of 1864, the stories have been enlarged 
and made the basis of claims by localities and families desirous 
of kinship with the Lincoln of fame. Kentucky and North Caro- 
lina would claim him; the Germans and the Scotch-Irish would 
include him in their number. 

Abraham Lincoln must have a proper ancestry, a father 
other than the indolent, shiftless, poor white, Thomas Lincoln. 
Some would make John Marshall his natural grandfather ; others 
would seek in Henry Clay, Calhoun, General Martin Hardin, and, 
three or four different, but suspiciously tall, Abraham Enlows 
a consort for Nancy Hanks. Jefferson Davis, also regarded as 
too great a son for the worthless Joe Davis, has been described 



